FOK REFERENCE ONLY 


INDIANA COLLf^^' 

h • ^ T O • 


MERRILLVILLE 


Around 1834, in this area, once the hunting ground of the 
Pottawatomie Indians, a clearing was made for ceremonial purposes 
and named McGwinn's village. A year later, Jeremiah Wiggins befriended 
the local Indians and the settlement became Wiggin's Point. Known as 
a popular stopping place for wagon trains headed west, 16 different 
trails radiated outward from Wiggin's Point. After the death of Wiggins 
in 1838, in the early 1840's, Miles Pierce built a tavern and named it 
the Centerville Hotel, hence the town was named Centerville. When the 
post office was established in 1848, the town was renamed Merrillville 
after Dudly Merrill. 

There were other settlements such as Ainsworth, Lottaville, and 
Rexville that were incorporated into Ross Township in 1848. The 
township was named after William Ross, believed to be the first settler. 
In 1871 all of Ross Township was designated as Merrillville. 
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(Excerpts from William Tuley's drafts of history he has written.) 



